F.A.S.P. General Meeting – July 9, 2011

The meeting was called to order with President Glenn Thomas presiding.  The opening prayer was recited.  Roll call was taken and absentees noted.  

A motion was made to suspend the by-law requiring a quorum for the meeting by Jim Mullane, second by Tom Cullen.  The motion passed.

A motion was made to dedicate this meeting in memory of Chet Henry by Jim Mullane, second by Lou Sewell.  The motion passed.

REPORT of OFFICERS:
The president reported he turned in his report to the secretary.  He attended Maryland’s State convention and was very impressed.  The cancer presumption bill ceremonial signing will take place in August and Glenn will attend.

Eastern Vice President: Steve Shenk turned in his report to the Secretary.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  The report was read and a copy turned in

TREASURER:  The report was read and copy turned in

The treasurer reported we needed to transfer money from the current fund investments to our checking.  A motion to accept the finance reports was made by Steve Shenk, second by Steve Lilick.  The motion passed.

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT:  Nothing to report

EXECTIVE BOARD:  Don Snauffer stated a letter was submitted from Louis Sewell resigning as Sergeant at Arms and recommending Joe Nealon for the position.  Glen Thomas appointed Joe Nealon as Sgt. at Arms.  A motion to accept the executive board report was made by Lou Sewell, second by Kathy Snauffer.  The motion passed.

N.W Directors Report – no reports

Executive Planning Report:  a meeting will be scheduled in August for budgeting

BY-LAWS – no report as Jon Bem was excused from today’s meeting

LAW & LEGISLATIVE:

Dave Duckworth stated the grant bill has been proposed to go from 25 to 40 million dollars.  The sprinkler legislation was lost.   Cancer presumption is signed.  Sales Tax exemption for Relief Associations is proposed.  Both houses are moving forward on gas tax legislation.  Jim Mullane asked everyone to go back to their company and review the cancer presumption legislation.  There are a lot of rules that must be followed in order to be covered.  Make sure your company is reporting using PENFERS. 

CONVENTION:  Steve Lilick gave a presentation on this year’s convention.  The fire expo will be smaller than originally planned.  The judges will be the NJ State Fire Chief Association.  Judging will be done at the Pocono raceway.  Line up will be at Big Boulder.  The parade route is 1.9 miles and will end at the Galleria at Split Rock.  The apparatus will be moved to the village after the parade.  There will be shuttles to take everyone back to the Galleria.  All ceremonies are in-doors.  There will be training and other events.  The President’s trophy will be awarded for the first time this year.  This is for the best of show in the apparatus category.  We will be honoring Somerset Fire Dept. this year as 10 years ago they were unable to hold their convention due to the 9-11 events that took place.  Kim Costello reminded the convention committee to please remember Shanksville as well as that is where the plane went down.  Somerset will be the grand marshal’s in the parade and will be honored during the meeting on Friday.  Officer’s rooms are reserved.  Charles Myers requested that we please add the out of state guests to the rooming reservations.  Glen Thomas reported that the books are making progress.
CREDENTIALS:  Dave Duckworth reported 34 people in the room with 42 signed in.

EMS:  Jim McCusker reported the PA Healthcare worked vaccination summit will be held in July at different places throughout the state.  See Jim for details.  PHEC is working on a mapping program.  There will be an EMS and 9-11 memorial service held in Harrisburg on September 8, 2011 at the Hershey Lodge.  Check the PHEC website for details.  Glenn Thomas asked about shingles outbreaks and to please forward any information on vaccinations to him.

FIRE TRAINING: no report

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT:  George Coleman reported progress on the memorial service and turned in a written report.  

MEMBERSHIP:  turned in a written report

RESOLUTIONS:  no report

SCHOLARSHIPS:  Dick Bleistine reported problems with students not following the program and thus not getting their additional money each semester.  We need to remind the recipients of what to do.  Dick will work with Larry Baughman to put an addendum on the application that they can keep.  Kim Costello suggested including a reminder with each check sent.  Kathy Snauffer stated that she thought the reminder was a good idea.  A motion was made to allow the scholarship committee the authority to make any necessary changes to get things in order as made by Louis Sewell, second by Tom Cullen.  The motion passed.

FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION:  Kathy Snauffer reported that this year’s presentation would be by the PA State Police Fire Marshal on the Hero to Zero program. Please advertise this program.
PRESIDENT’S DINNER:  Kathy Snauffer report that all is in order for the dinner and invitations are out.  The cost is $25.00 per person.

PUBLICITY:  Steve Shenk reported that the expo booth was manned by this year’s convention committee.  He suggests we try this each year.  The display is getting old.  We spend about $900.00 each to outfit the booth.  We need to get something updates.  The firefighter memorial at Emittsburg will be held October 14-16 this year.

Paul Lukas reported the NVFC meetings will be held the end of September.  The benefits seminar as well.  Jr. Firefighter’s academy registration is due for the program in Baltimore.  Dave Duckworth asked if company membership in NVFC get the company the ability to do background checks through NVFC.  Paul stated he is not aware of this.  

LEGISTLATIVE FOUNDATION:  Dave Duckworth stated there is an agreement to fund PESLA for $6000.00.  The meetings for next year will be held in March, June and September.  They will be holding breakfast meetings to try something new.

CONGRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICE:  There have been a lot of e-mails from Don Kunkel.  They are all being passed on to our lobbyist.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Dick Bleistine read the following bills:

  John Bem for awards committee expenses:  $348.46

  2011 PA State Convention Committee for postage:  $2,356.38

A motion to pay all bills was made by Paul Lukas, second by Steve Shenk.  The motion passed.

Don Snauffer asked for a clarification on the training money for each region as his company was turned down.  Lou Sewell explained that they were not refused, they were asked for additional information. There was a long discussion on the money available in this program and how it is awarded.  The training committee needs to put something in writing and get it out to the regional representatives so everyone knows how it works.  Kathy Snauffer asked what they need to do to get the money for their program.  Lou advised they need to get the information about the program in with all the details and noted that this must be an open class to everyone in that region to attend.
Good and Welfare:  The Chaplain gave the closing prayer

A motion to adjourn was made by Steve Shenk, second by George Coleman.  The motion passed.

Minutes taken by Kimberly A. Costello as the Secretary was excused from attending this meeting.

